
Annual Meeting Agenda

Download the app to view more information on speakers

Sunday, July 14

12:00 – 2:00 pm
Hotel Lobby

NASPE Executive Committee Meeting
Please meet in hotel lobby at 11:45 am

2:00 – 5:00 pm
King Arthur’s Foyer
3rd Floor

Self-Registration

Badges will be available for pick-up during this time.
3:00 – 5:00 pm
Hemingway
11th Floor

HR Directors Forum
For HR Directors and Deputy Directors only.

Roundtable discussion on top issues, successes, lessons learned. This is a great 
way to connect with other states facing similar issues.

Moderator: 
Beth Fastiggi, Commissioner, Vermont

5:30 – 7:00 pm
Camelot
3rd Floor

President’s Welcome Reception
All attendees welcome.   

Welcome new attendees and greet familiar faces at this opening reception. 

Dinner on your own

Monday, July 15

7:30 – 12:00 pm
King Arthur’s Foyer
3rd Floor

Self-Registration

Badges will be available for pick-up during this time.

7:30 – 8:45 am
King Arthur’s Court
3rd Floor

Breakfast

7:30 – 8:30 am
Prime 2
2nd Floor 

New Member Orientation (w/Breakfast)
For state government members attending their first NASPE meeting.



7:30 – 8:30 am
Camelot
3rd Floor

Corporate Membership Council Meeting (w/Breakfast)
All corporate members should plan to attend.

9:00 – 9:15 am
King Arthur’s Court
3rd Floor

Annual Meeting Welcome

NASPE President Kate Sheehan, Director, Alaska Personnel & Labor Relations
NASPE Vice President and Meetings Chair Juan Williams, Commissioner, 
Tennessee Department of Human Resources

9:15 – 9:30 am
King Arthur’s Court
3rd Floor

Host State Remarks

Host State Chair Sarah Kerley, Chief Administrative Officer, Illinois

9:30 – 10:45 am
King Arthur’s Court
3rd Floor

Keynote: Sylvie DiGiusto

Moderator: 
NASPE Vice President and Meetings Chair Juan Williams, Commissioner, 
Tennessee

10:45 – 11:00 am
King Arthur’s Foyer 
3rd Floor

Break

11:00 – 12:00 pm
King Arthur’s Court
3rd Floor

The Future of HR

Speakers:
Ernie Kueffner, Executive Vice President, Avature
Kate Giuca, Vice President/Principal Consultant, Right Management
John Hillman, Director of Business Development, Right Management

Moderator: 
Byron Decoteau, Director, Louisiana Department of State Civil Service

12:00 – 1:15 pm  
MJ Restaurant
2nd Floor

Networking Lunch

1:30 – 2:45 pm  
King Arthur’s Court
3rd Floor

Public Sector Apprenticeships

Speakers:
Shelly Forte, Director, Enterprise Recruitment and Talent Planning, Pennsylvania
Mary Wurtz, Policy Analyst, The Council of State Governments

Moderator: 
Alex Smith, HCM Executive Director, Government & Education, Oracle



2:45 – 3:00 pm  
King Arthur’s Foyer
3rd Floor

Break

3:00 – 4:00 pm  
King Arthur’s Court
3rd Floor

Benefits: Beyond the Basics

Speakers:
Traci McGinnis, Vice President of Health Informatics, Benefitfocus
Mackenzie Rydberg, Clinical Pharmacist, RX Savings Solutions
Kari Wolfe, Deputy Director - Benefits, Illinois Central Management
Services

Moderator: 
Beth Fastiggi, Commissioner, Vermont

5:45 – 9:00 pm
Hotel Lobby

Lake Cruise
Meet in hotel lobby at 5:45 pm to load buses

Tuesday, July 16

7:30 – 12:00 pm
King Arthur’s Foyer
3rd Floor

Self-Registration

Badges will be available for pick-up during this time.

7:30 – 8:45 am  
King Arthur’s Court
3rd Floor

Breakfast

8:45 – 10:00 am
King Arthur’s Court
3rd Floor

AI in the Public Sector

Speakers:
Troy Horton, CIO, Health & Human Services Group, Illinois Department of
Innovation & Technology
Colleen Malloy, Senior Strategic Business Development Manager,
Coursera
Natalie Sisto, Managing Director, Strategy & Consulting, Talent &
Workforce Development, Accenture

Moderator:
Host State Chair Sarah Kerley, Chief Administrative Officer, Illinois

10:00 – 10:15 am  
King Arthur’s Foyer 
3rd Floor

Break



10:15 – 11:30 am 
King Arthur’s Court
3rd Floor

AI in HR

Speakers:
Lance Schone, Technology Product Manager, CGI Advantage
Katie Carroll, Director of Product Marketing, Empyrean
Stephen Higgins, Director of Automation, Empyrean

Moderator: 
NASPE Corporate Council Co-Chair Erick Allen, Principal, Thought Leadership and 
Advisory Services, Cornerstone on Demand

11:30 – 12:00 pm  
King Arthur’s Court
3rd Floor

NASPE Annual Business Meeting

Presiding: NASPE President Kate Sheehan, Director, Alaska Personnel & Labor 
Relations

12:00 – 1:30 pm
King Arthur’s Court
3rd Floor

NASPEs Awards Luncheon

NASPE Awards Chair Brittany Frederick, Communications Director, Mississippi
State Personnel Board

1:30 – 2:45 pm  
King Arthur’s Court
3rd Floor

Talent Management: Skills-Based Hiring

Speakers: 
Bob Lavigna, Senior Fellow – Public Sector, UKG
Gina Rosen, Senior Manager Policy & Research, Opportunity@Work
Reid Walsh, CHRO, NEOGOV

Moderator: 
Nicole Tucker, COO, Louisiana Department of State Civil Service

2:45 – 3:00 pm
King Arthur’s Foyer 
3rd Floor  

Break

3:00 – 4:30 pm 
King Arthur’s Court
3rd Floor

HR Capability Models 

Facilitator:
NASPE Corporate Council Co-Chair Britni Saunders, Senior Management, Human 
Capital/Workforce Transformation, Deloitte

4:30 – 5:30 pm 
Hall of Lions
2nd Floor

Reception sponsored by NEOGOV

Evening on your own



Wednesday, July 17

7:45 – 8:45 am  
King Arthur’s Court
3rd Floor

Breakfast

8:45 – 10:00 am
King Arthur’s Court
3rd Floor

DEI in Red States and Blue States

Speakers:
Denise Hemke, Chief Product Officer, NEOGOV
Cara Griffith, Principal & CEO, TandemMotion
Lesley, Farmer, Deputy Commissioner & General Counsel, Tennessee

Moderator: 
NASPE President Kate Sheehan, Director, Alaska Personnel & Labor Relations

10:00 – 10:15 am
King Arthur’s Foyer 
3rd Floor  

Break

10:15 – 11:30 am
King Arthur’s Court
3rd Floor

Hot Topics

Moderator: 
NASPE Vice President and Meetings Chair Juan Williams, Commissioner, 
Tennessee

11:30 – 11:45 am  
King Arthur’s Court
3rd Floor

Annual Meeting Wrap Up


