
Finally, the TSA is rapidly deploying personal protection equipment to 54 airports 

along the border and with flights from Mexico. The equipment includes masks, gloves, 

and hand sanitizer, in case those supplies are needed in a heightened state of precaution. 

DHS has been in contact with its employees about common-sense precautions they can 

take against 2009 HINI flu, in addition to information about the use of anti-viral drugs, 

should such a step become necessary. 

Conclusion 

It is important that we continue to educate Americans about the 2009 HINI flu 

virus and the common-sense steps everyone can take to protect themselves, their families, 

and their neighbors. We urge Americans to take common flu-season precautions, such as 

washing hands , staying home from school or work if they feel ill, and covering mouths 

when coughing or sneezing. These are actions we can all take to guard against this flu. 

Indeed, this is an effort that has a role for everyone: Our faith-based leaders to can 

educate their congregations, community-based organizations can mobilize education 

campaigns in places from senior centers to daycare centers, and employers can 

communicate with their employees - not with a sense of fear, but with a sense of caution. 

Obviously, our thoughts and prayers are with everyone in the United States and 

around the world affected by this virus. It is our job as a nation to work together to 

protect each other, and the federal government, states, and cities are acting in unison to 

do this every day . 

Chairman Lieberman, Senator Collins, and members of the Committee: Thank 

you again for this opportunity to testify about the steps DHS is taking confronting this 
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threat head-on and to secure America from this virus. I am now happy to take your 

questions. 
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